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LIFE AND DEATH OF ROSS ALLAN AND THE CORONER’S INQU EST
THAT COULD CHANGE MENTAL HEALTH CARE IN BRITISH COL UMBIA

Ross Allan should still be alive. When he was appnded by police under the Mental Health
Act and taken to hospital, he should have recetaed and treatment in the psychiatric ward.
Instead, Ross spent two days in the chaos of tleegamcy department, and committed suicide
in a staff washroom, as he had threatened to aowv \Mas a young man with acute
schizophrenia, at extremely high risk of suiciédt Uinattended despite staff being told over and
over by his parents that he needed to be watched?

Kim and Lynn Allan will talk about their son’s fivgear struggle with schizophrenia, his
preventable death, and the coroner’s inquest, rab@xt public education evening on
Wednesday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the auditoriunat Lions Gate Hospital

The coroner’s inquest into Ross Allan’s death poadla record 43 recommendations. Top of
the list: “that specific training and/or refresteiurses be provided to physicians with respect to
the legal test for committal under section 22 ef khental Health Act.” Another key
recommendation by the inquest jury: “that physisiare reminded of the importance of
obtaining collateral information from family andregivers in the assessment process.” Also
recommended was that, at all hospitals, one orconstant observation be required in the
emergency department for any patient admitted umialily. The full report of findings and
recommendations is availablevatvw.pssg.gov.bc.ca/coroners/schedule/docs/vertlat-a
2009-jun-10.pdf

Ross Allan’s storys tragic, but also one of hope and the promigeosftive change. The Allans
are working with the Fraser Health Authority asytikan and implement many of the
recommendations made in the coroner’s inquest tefdreir tireless work, including active
participation in the inquest itself, will help peawt the same mistakes from being made again and
will help save lives in the future.

As Lynn Allan said recently, “It is too late for Bg, but there are so many others out there.”

-30 -

Media Contact:

Cheryl Olney

Executive Director

604-926-0856 / 604-340-6549
cheryl@northshoreschizophrenia.org

Suite 205 - 1865 Marine Drive Tel/Fax 604-926-0856 info@northshoreschizophrenia.org
West Vancouver, B.C., V7V 1J7 www.northshoreschizophrenia.org



